Downswood Parish Council Meeting – 3rd December 2024
Borough Councillor’s Report – Cllr Val Springett

The Green/Independent/ Lib Dem alliance that control the council have hit a snag in their intentions to spend public money de-carbonising Maidstone House, a building it owns. The quotations to undertake the work have come out significantly higher than anticipated, and so the project is currently on hold whilst the plans are reviewed.

I am hoping to ask a question at full council next week, to ascertain if our planning enforcement department is fully staffed. The previous administration at the borough ensured the team was up to full strength, as we felt that ensuring planning conditions are complied with, and dealing with unauthorised development is important to our residents. I have a suspicion that the current administration has allowed this department to fall below adequate staffing levels, which is concerning.

I am sorry I have not been able to attend Downswood Parish meetings recently, which has been due to a clash with meetings at Bearsted Parish Council. Bearsted have now moved their traffic committee to a different night so I am hopeful I will be able to attend more frequently going forward.

I have not received any further complaints about missed bins and so I am hopeful that the severe issues we saw earlier I the year are now behind us.

I continue to assist residents in my ward with various issues, ranging from noise issues to planning concerns.

I hope to encourage Bearsted Parish Council to work with Downswood parish council in improving and enhancing the Spot Lane Nature reserve, which will benefit residents in both parishes.

Cllr Spooner has been unwell and unable to fully participate in council matters for over two months, but I am hopeful that he is finally on the mend and will return to reporting to and attending parish meetings in the very near future.

