Downswood Parish Council Meeting – 4th March  2025
Borough Councillor’s Report – Cllr Val Springett

Kent has not been included in the first round of devolution changes, and so for the immediate future, KCC and MBC will continue as separate units. It also means that an election will now be held in May to elect county councillors. In reaching its decision, the Government also considered that Kent would benefit from reorganisation prior to becoming a larger, devolved council, and has set quite a tight timeline for proposals to be submitted.
My personal concerns are that we will see a period of turmoil, and disruption to local councils as we currently know them.
I will pass on more information as and when I know what’s proposed.

I have seen reports on Facebook of motorcycle thefts in Downswood and will raise this at the next Ward Cluster meeting.

On the ‘good news’ front, Kent police seem to be giving a lot more attention to anti-social behaviour within Maidstone, and a recent operation to tackle the illegal use of electric bikes and e-scooters was undertaken. During that operation, they seized six e-bikes and two e-scooters, made two arrests, seized two weapons and multiple deal bags of drugs. They also reported five motorists for traffic offences, undertook six stop and searches and issued one dispersal notice. 

I raised the issue of Bearsted Prish Council working with Downswood Parish Council on the Spot Lane Nature Reserve. The environment committee agreed to support this, and advertisements for volunteers will be put on their website and on Facebook.  

There have been few planning applications in Downswood recently, and nothing that I have commented on. I have however, assisted numerous residents In Thurnham recently when they could not get hold of their own borough councillors!


